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168 JUNK DEALING 

JUNK DEALING AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 



The Juvenile Protective Association of Chicago recently made a 
study of the relationship of juvenile delinquency to the sale of junk. 
Careful case studies were made of one hundred delinquent boys who 
had been committed by the Juvenile Court to a correctional institu- 
tion. It was found that eighty-eight of the one hundred boys made it 
a practice to collect and sell junk. Sixty-seven per cent (67%) of the 
boys admitted securing their salvage from sources which necessitated 
stealing in order to get it. There is not the slightest possibility of 
doubt that ''junking" is an important and unnecessary cause of juvenile 
delinquency in Chicago and also in a large majority of other American 
cities. Correspondence with many of these cities is quoted in the 
report. All but four of these cities state that junking is a serious cause 
of delinquency. Boston, Norfolk, Seattle and San Francisco do not. 
The report does not show why it is not a contributing cause in Nor- 
folk and Seattle, but it does indicate that it is a minor cause in Boston 
and San I'rancisco because the police of those two cities enforce the 
the laws and ordinances relating to sale of junk. If the police in the 
other cities were more vigilant, there is no doubt that this problem 
would be made much less serious. 

The Juvenile Protective Association believes that the junk busi- 
ness will always be a menace to the welfare of city children as long 
as it is in the hands of private people, and therefore the "municipaliza- 
tion" of the junk business is recommended. This is not a suggestion 
made out of the imaginations of the writers of the report, for it has 
been tried in various cities and found worth while. This recommenda- 
tion is printed in full on page 304 of this issue of the Journal. 

Joel DuBois Hunter. 



SUSTAINING MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE 



The World War long ago reached the Journal of Criminal Law^ 
AND Criminology. Like many another institution it had to brace 
itself against the shock. Prior to 1914 the Journal was self-support- 
ing from regular annual subscriptions, but shortly after the outbreak 
of the war European subscribers began to disappear from our lists and 
it was not long until we had lost practically all of our support from 
that source. This represents a falling dfif of upwards of 200 sub- 
scribers. Upon the entry of the United States into the conflict we lost 
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heavily in our own country and were by no means able to make up 
for the European deficiency. In consequence the Journal found 
itself facing a deficit at the end of each fiscal year. With this condi- 
tion before us we undertook, a few months ago, to secure a group of 
Sustaining Members of the organization who should make an annual 
payment of $25, $50, or $100 for three years for the support of the 
Journal to enable it to meet its deficit and to enter upon a campaign 
to restore it to its normal condition of support from ordinary annual 
subscriptions. It is anticipated that by the end of three years, assum- 
ing fair success in our effort, we may be able, once more, to stand com- 
fortably upon our own feet, and to claim a larger sphere of influence 
than we have ever had before. 

Up to date the following Sustaining Members have been secured : 

Bronson Winthrop, New York City, Treasurer of the Institute ; 

The Honorable Hugo Pam, Chicago, President of the Institute ; 

The Honorable Orrin Carter, Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Illinois ; 

President Lynn Harold Hough, Northwestern University ; 

Morton Hull, Attorney, Chicago; 

Governor Frank O. Lowden, Springfield, Illinois; 

Victor F. Lawson, Publisher, Chicago ; 

Professor James H. Tufts, University of Chicago, Chicago ; 

Professor A. M. Kidd, State University, Berkeley, Cal. ; 

August Vollmer, Chief of Police, Berkeley, Cal. ; 

Dr. Ernest Hoag, Alienist, Los Angeles, Cal. ; 

McCuUough & McCuUough, Attorneys, Chicago; 

Edward L. Ryerson, Manufacturer, Chicago; 

Harold Swift, Manufacturer, Chicago. 

Harold Swift, Manufacturer, Chicago ; 

Adolph Lewisohn, Banker, New York City. 



